

To amend Chapter 34 of Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to physicians, physician assistants, and other related professions, so as to provide for licensing of radiographers, radiation therapists, radiologist assistants, magnetic resonance technologists, nuclear medicine technologists, and limited x-ray machine operators; to regulate the practices of performing radiologic imaging and radiation therapy procedures on humans for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes; to provide penalties for violations; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA

The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the citizens of the State of Georgia are entitled to the maximum protection practicable from the harmful effects of improperly performed radiologic imaging and radiation therapy procedures; that the protection can be increased by requiring appropriate education and licensure of persons operating equipment used for radiologic imaging and radiation therapy procedures; and it is therefore necessary to establish standards of education and licensure for these operators to provide for safe and effective radiologic imaging and therapeutic patient care.

SECTION 1.
Chapter 34 of Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to physicians, physician assistants, and other related professions, is amended by adding a new article to read as follows:

ARTICLE 10
43-34-260. DEFINITIONS:
As used in this article, the term:
(1) “Approved program” means an educational program approved by the Board.

(2) “Board” means the Georgia Composite Medical Board created by Code Section 43-34-2.

(3)  “License” means a license issued by the board authorizing the licensee to use radioactive materials, radiologic imaging, or radiation therapy equipment on humans for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes in accordance with the provisions of this article.

(4) “Licensed practitioner” means a person licensed to practice medicine, dentistry, podiatry, chiropractic, or osteopathy in this state.

(5) “Limited permit” means that the license issued by the board that authorizes a person to perform radiography is limited to specific radiographic procedures on specific parts of the human anatomy, i.e., chest and thorax, extremities, podiatric or vertebral column radiography.

(6) "Limited x-ray machine operator (LXMO)" means a person, other than a licensed practitioner or radiographer, who, while under the general supervision of a licensed practitioner, applies x-radiation for diagnostic purposes.  Radiographic procedures are limited to one or more of the following anatomical regions: chest, extremities, skull/sinus, spine or foot/ankle.  Limited x-ray machine operators may not perform imaging procedures involving the administration or utilization of contrast media, fluoroscopic equipment, mammography, computed tomography, magnetic resonance imaging, mobile radiography, nuclear medicine, or radiation therapy procedures.

(7)  “Magnetic resonance technologist” means a person, other than a licensed practitioner, who performs magnetic resonance using magnetic fields and radiofrequency signals.

(8) "Medical radiation technology" means the science and art of performing medical radiation procedures involving the application of radiation to human beings for diagnostic and therapeutic purposes.  The specialized disciplines of medical radiation technology are radiography, nuclear medicine technology, radiation therapy, magnetic resonance imaging, limited x-ray machine operator, radiologist assistant and nuclear medicine advanced associate.

(9) “Nuclear medicine technologist” means a person, other than a licensed practitioner, who performs a variety of nuclear medicine and molecular imaging procedures utilizing sealed and unsealed radiation sources, ionizing and non-ionizing radiation, and adjunctive medication; and who performs therapeutic procedures, utilizing unsealed radioactive sources.  

(10)  “Practice of radiologist assistant” means the performance of non-invasive and minimally invasive radiological procedures:

a. Delegated to a radiologist assistant by a radiologist; and

b. Performed under the supervision of a radiologist.
(11) "Radiographer" means a person, other than a licensed practitioner, who, while under the general supervision of a licensed practitioner, applies x-radiation to any part of the human body and who, in conjunction with radiation studies, may administer contrast agents and related drugs for diagnostic or interventional purposes.

(12) "Radiography" means the science of applying x-radiation, contrast agents or related drugs to human beings for diagnostic or interventional purposes.
(13) “Radiologist assistant” means a person licensed under this chapter to engage in the practice of a radiologist assistant.
(14) “Radiologic imaging” means any procedure utilizing x-rays or another energy form intended for use in the diagnosis, visualization or treatment of disease or other medical conditions and that includes, but is not limited to, diagnostic x-rays, magnetic resonance, nuclear medicine and other procedures, and that excludes echocardiography, vascular ultrasound, and diagnostic sonography.
(15) “Radiologic imaging professional” means an individual, other than a licensed practitioner, who has completed an approved course of study in a specific area of radiologic imaging or radiation therapy.  This title includes persons practicing radiologic technology, radiation therapy, magnetic resonance, nuclear medicine.
(16)  “Radiologist” means a physician certified by the American Board of Radiology, the American Osteopathic Board of Radiology, the British Royal College of Radiology, or the Canadian College of Physicians and Surgeons.

(17) “Radiologist assistant” means a person licensed under this chapter to engage in the practice of a radiologist assistant.
(18)  “Supervision” means the procedure is furnished under the radiologists or licensed practitioner’s overall direction and control.  Supervision shall consist of one of the following:
a.  Direct Supervision – The radiologist or licensed practitioner is in the building and is available to furnish assistance.

b. General Supervision – The procedure is furnished under the overall direction and control of a radiologist or licensed practitioner whose presence is not required during the performance of the procedure but who can be reached via telephone if needed.

c. Personal Supervision – The radiologist or licensed practitioner is in the room where the procedure is being performed.

43-34-261.  BOARD
(1) The board shall appoint a Radiology Advisory Committee which shall establish licensure standards for radiologic technologists, radiologist assistants, and limited x-ray machine operators.

(2) The Radiology Advisory Committee shall consist of nine members as follows:
a. Three licensed radiologic professionals;

b. One licensed radiologist assistant;

c. One licensed limited x-ray machine operator;

d. Two radiologists;

e. One physician licensed under the board who is not a radiologist, and who used radiologic services in the physician’s practice; and

f. One member of the general public.

(3) The terms of office shall be three years, except that of the members first appointed.  Three (3) shall be appointed for a term of one year, three (3) for a term of two years, and three (3) for a term of three years.  Vacancies shall be filled for an unexpired term only in the manner provided by original appointment.  

(4) Radiologic professionals appointed to the Radiology Advisory Committee for terms beginning thirty-six (36) months following issuance of a license in any category by the Board shall hold a valid license in any category issued by the Board.

(5) Members of the Radiology Advisory Committee may not receive compensation or benefits for the member’s service, but may receive per diem and travel expenses.  There shall be no monetary liability on the part of and no cause of action shall arise against members of the Radiology Advisory Committee or Board for any act done or proceeding undertaken or performed in good faith and in furtherance of the purposes of this Article.

(6) No public member shall have any business or legal association or relationship with a licensed practitioner or person who performs radiologic imaging or radiation therapy procedures that would prevent or in any way hinder the public member in representing the interest of the general public.

(7) The Radiology Advisory Committee, for administrative purposes, shall meet at least every six months at times and places of its choosing or, after the first meeting, electronically.  The first meeting shall be for organization only, in which members set forth their responsibilities and rules and regulations.

(8) A majority of the voting members of the Radiology Advisory Committee shall constitute a quorum.  The Radiology Advisory Committee may take no action except by affirmative vote of the majority of those present and voting.
(9) The Radiology Advisory Committee has responsibility and authority for setting and implementing policies for licensing individuals, approving programs, determining licensing and renewal fees, imposing discipline and hearing appeals.
43-34-262 LICENSING REQUIREMENTS

(1) The board shall admit to examination for licensure any applicant who shall pay a nonrefundable fee established by the rule of the board and submit satisfactory evidence verified by oath or affirmation, that the applicant:
a. At the time of the application is at least 18 years of age; and 

b. Has successfully completed a four-year course of study in a secondary school approved by the State Board of Education or passed an approved equivalency test.

(2) In addition to the requirements in Subsection (1), any person seeking to obtain a license in a specific area of radiologic imaging or radiation therapy shall comply with the following requirements:

a. Each applicant for a license as a radiologic imaging professional shall have satisfactorily completed a course of study in radiologic technology, radiation therapy, magnetic resonance technology, or nuclear medicine technology, respectively, or its equivalent to be determined by the Radiology Advisory Committee.

b. The curriculum for each course of study shall be no less stringent than the standards approved by the Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology, Joint Review Committee on Educational Programs in Nuclear Medicine Technology or other appropriate agency approved by the Radiology Advisory Committee, provided the standards are not in conflict with Board policy.

c. Have passed an examination approved by the Radiology Advisory Committee in collaboration with the board.

d. Submit an application in a form prescribed by the Radiology Advisory Committee of the Board;

e. Pay a fee as determined by the Board; and

f. Be of good moral character.

(3) The Radiology Advisory Committee shall establish criteria and standards within the state for educational programs in radiologic imaging and programs in radiation therapy, and approve these programs upon finding that the criteria and standards have been met.

(4) Each applicant for licensure as a limited x-ray machine operator shall, in addition to the requirements of Subsection (1), comply with the following requirements:

a.  Limited x-ray machine operation:  All programs to train individuals to perform limited x-ray machine operation must meet or exceed the current curriculum for limited x-ray machine operators published by the American Society of Radiologic Technologists.  The ratio between human and educational aid assisted instruction should be at least forty to sixty (60:40), that is, a particular subject category should consist of no less than sixty percent (60%) human instruction and no more than forty percent (40%) educational aid assisted.    
b. The scope of each limited permit is limited as follows:

i. Chest and thorax radiography permit:  radiography of the thorax, lungs and ribs and excluding mammography or radiography of the abdomen;

ii. Cranium radiography permit:  radiography of the skull and facial structures;

iii. Extremities radiography permit:  radiography of the upper and lower extremities, including the pectoral girdle and excluding the hip and pelvis.

iv. Podiatric radiography permit:  radiography of the foot, ankle, and lower leg below the knee;

v. Vertebral column radiography permit:  radiography of the cervical, thoracic and lumbar spine. 

c. Persons holding a limited permit in one or more categories may not perform medical imaging procedures involving the administration or utilization of contrast media, fluoroscopic equipment, mammography, computed tomography, MRI, mobile radiography, nuclear medicine, or radiation therapy procedures.

d. For a period not to exceed two years from the effective date of this Act, the Board shall admit to licensure any person who has been employed, for a minimum of three of the immediately preceding past five years, as a limited x-ray machine operator.  The person shall submit proof of having successfully completed a course of continuing education, to be determined by the Radiology Advisory Committee, as a requirement for renewal as prescribed by regulation.

(5) Each applicant for licensure as a radiologist assistant shall:

a. Meet the requirements of Subsection (1) and Subsection (2). 

b. Be certified as:

i. A radiologist assistant by the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists; or

ii. A radiology practitioner assistant by the Certification Board of Radiology Practitioner Assistants.

43-34-263.  SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR RADIOLOGIST ASSISTANT
(1) The scope of practice for a radiologist assistant includes:

a. Determination of whether a patient has been appropriately prepared for the radiologic procedure;

b. Assessment and evaluation of the physiologic responsiveness of a patient undergoing a radiologic procedure;

c. Assessment and evaluation of possible contraindications to a procedure;

d. Obtaining informed consent from the patient as specified by a delegation of services agreement between the radiologic assistant and the supervising radiologist in accordance with Subsection(2);
e. Evaluation of image quality and communication of initial image observations only to the supervising radiologist;

f. Administration of contrast media or other medications prescribed by the supervising radiologist; and 

g. Performance of radiologic procedures under the supervision of a radiologist.

(2) The radiologist assistant and supervising radiologist shall enter into a Delegation of services Agreement identifying radiologic procedures to be performed by the radiologist assistant and establishing a regular review process by the supervising radiologist for all work performed by and records kept by the radiologist assistant.  The Delegation of Services Agreement shall:

a. Be kept at the place of practice at which the radiologist assistant is performing delegated services; and

b. Be consistent with radiologist assistant practice guidelines developed by the American College of Radiology as supplemented by recognized radiology organizations such as the American Society of Radiologic Technologists and the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists.

(3) The radiologist assistant shall not interpret images, provide diagnosis, or prescribe medications or therapies.

43-34-264 PROGRAM APPROVAL
(1) An approved program of radiologic technology, radiation therapy, magnetic resonance technology, nuclear medicine technology, or limited x-ray machine operator may be offered by a medical facility or educational institution or other public or private agency or institution.  The program shall be affiliated with one or more hospitals or clinics that, in the opinion of the Radiology Advisory Committee, shall provide the requisite clinical education.

(2) By regulation, the Radiology Advisory Committee shall:

a. Adopt procedures for an educational program to follow in making application for approval by the Board.

b. Provide a process for review of such approval by a recognized regional or national voluntary accrediting organization.

43-34-265 EXAMINATIONS
(1) Applicants for licensure as a radiographer, radiation therapist, magnetic resonance technologist, nuclear medicine technologist, radiologist assistant or limited x-ray  machine operator shall be required to pass an examination approved by the Radiology Advisory Committee.

(2) An applicant who fails to pass the examination may re-apply for the examination provided the applicant complies with the regulations established by the Radiology Advisory Committee.
(3) The Board may accept, in lieu of a licensure examination approved by the Radiology Advisory Committee, current registration by the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists, Nuclear Medicine Technologist Certification Board or other recognized national voluntary credentialing bodies, provided that the standards of that body are at least as stringent as those established by the Radiology Advisory Committee.

(4) The Board may accept, in lieu of a licensure examination approved by the Radiology Advisory Committee, a current certificate, registration or license as a person who performs radiologic imaging or radiation therapy procedures issued by another state, provided that the standards in the other states are at least as stringent as those established by the Radiology Advisory Committee.

43-34-265 LICENSES
(1) On and after July 1, 2014, no person, other than a licensed practitioner, a person acting under authority delegated by a licensed practitioner as provided elsewhere in this title, or a person licensed under this article to practice radiologic technology, shall perform medical imaging or radiation therapy procedures on humans for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes.

(2) The Board may issue a license to each applicant who is qualified under the provisions of this Act and has paid the prescribed fees.

(3) Holders of a license under this Act shall display the official license document or a verified copy in each place of regular employment.
(4) Each license issued under this chapter shall be issued in accordance with a two-year renewal cycles established by rule.  A renewal period may be extended or shortened by as much as one year to maintain established renewal cycles or to change an established renewal cycle.

(5) At the time of renewal, licensees shall show satisfactory evidence of each of the following renewal requirements:

a. 24 hours of approved professional education during a two-year period, as defined by administrative rule, before renewal of a radiologic professional license;
b. 10 hours of approved professional education during a two-year period, as defined by administrative  rule, before renewal of a limited x-ray machine operator license; and

c. 50 hours of approved professional education during a two-year period, as defined by administrative rule, before renewal of a radiologist assistant license.

(6) Each license automatically expires on the expiration date shown on the license unless renewed by the licensee in accordance with set guidelines.
(7) A licensee holding a license under this Act whose license has lapsed and who has ceased activities as such, may apply for re-licensure upon payment of a fee set by the Board and upon meeting continuing education requirements set by regulation.

(8) A licensee holding a license under this Act shall notify the Board in writing within thirty (30) days of any name or address change.

43-34-267 EXEMPTION FROM LICENSURE
(1) A person may engage in practice as a radiologic imaging professional without being licensed under this chapter if:

(a)The person is a student in an approved program applicable to his/her profession who, as a part of his/her course of study, applies ionizing radiation to human beings while under the direct supervision of a licensed practitioner or licensed radiologic professional.

(b)The person if filling a new or existing position as an employee performing the duties of a limited x-ray machine operator when a licensed limited x-ray machine operator is not available to begin in the new position or continue filling the existing position;

(c)the total period in which the position is filled by the unlicensed person is not more than 90 days;

(d)the unlicensed person at all times performs services as a limited x-ray machine operator under the direct on-premises supervision of a radiologist or licensed practitioner; and

(e)the employee position filled by an unlicensed person under this section is an existing position and was filled by a person licensed under this chapter immediately prior to employment of the unlicensed person;

(2)the person:

(a) performs services in a dental facility under the supervision of a dentist licensed to practice in this state; and

(b)has completed a radiology course approved by the Dentists and Dental Hygienists Board.
43-34-268. LICENSE DENIAL AND DISCIPLINE
(1) The license of a licensee under this Act may be suspended or revoked, or the individual may be censured, reprimanded or otherwise sanctioned by the Board in accordance with procedure if, after due process, it is found that the individual:

a. Is guilty of fraud or deceit in the procurement or holding of the license;

b. Has been convicted of a felony in a court of competent jurisdiction, either within or outside of this state, unless the conviction has been reversed and the holder of the license discharged or acquitted; or if the holder has been pardoned with the full restoration of civil rights and is in compliance with all applicable provisions of this Act, in which case the license shall be restored;

c. Is or has been afflicted with any medical problem, disability or addiction which, in the opinion of the Board, would impair professional competence;

d. Has aided and abetted a person who is not a licensee holding a license under this Act or otherwise authorized by this Act to perform the duties of a license holder;

e. Has undertaken or engaged in any practice beyond the scope of practice permitted a license holder under this Act;

f. Has impersonated a licensee or former licensee or is performing duties of a person who performs medical imaging or radiation therapy procedures under an assumed name;

g. Has been found guilty of violations of a code of ethics established by the Board;

h. Has performed medical imaging or radiation therapy procedures without supervision of a licensed practitioner;
i. Has interpreted and/or rendered a diagnosis based on a diagnostic image for a physician, a patient, the patient’s family or the public;

j. Is, or has been found guilty of incompetence or negligence in his performance as a license holder;
k. Has engaged in unprofessional or unlawful conduct.
Unlawful and unprofessional conduct.

(1) “Unlawful conduct” includes:

a. Using any of the following titles if not licensed under this chapter as a:

i. Limited x-ray machine operator
ii. Magnetic resonance technologist

iii. Nuclear medicine technologist

iv. Radiologic technologist
v. Radiation therapist or 

vi. Radiologist assistant

(2)  “Unprofessional conduct” includes:

a. Any act or omission by a person licensed under this chapter that is contrary to the instructions of the radiologist or radiology practitioner responsible for supervising the licensee and which does or reasonable could pose a threat to the health, safety, or welfare of a patient or any other person:

b. Operating any radiology equipment that is known to be unsafe or not in compliance with all applicable state requirements regulating radiology equipment;

c. Permitting any person to operate any radiology equipment who is not permitted to do so under provisions of law or who is incompetent to operate radiology equipment for any reason;

d. Revealing to any unauthorized person any information considered confidential or privileged regarding any patient;

e. The use of any controlled substance as defined by the statutes of this state except to the extent the controlled substance is lawfully prescribed to the licensee and used in accordance with the instructions of the prescribing practitioner; and
f. Willfully and intentionally or negligently making any false statement or entry on any patient record or upon any record used to facilitate payment for radiology services.
